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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Ryan, Lountzis
also help deliver
team ‘B’ crown

Greenfield leads
Wheatley to title

JORDAN LAUTERBACHBY
jordan.lauterbach@newsday.com

Wheatley needed a wake-up
call. It was the county finals
and, aside from one minor
scare, it looked to be cruising
toward a trip to the Long Island
championship. Then, after win-
ning the first two games, they
dropped the third and things
got a lot more interesting.

“We needed a little reality
check to realize where we are,
what we’re playing for, and
what’s at stake,” Sofia Green-
field said. “Once we remem-
bered that as a team and reset
our goals, we were able to fight
back in the fourth.”

It took until late in the fourth
game, but Wheatley did indeed
fight back and stave off any pos-
sibility of a winner-take-all
fifth. The Wildcats walked out
of Farmingdale State College

3-1 winners over Island Trees in
the Nassau girls volleyball
Class B final Thursday night.
The 25-16, 28-26, 21-25, 25-19 vic-
tory sends the Wildcats to the
Long Island Class B champi-
onship. They are scheduled to
face Bayport-Blue Point at 3
p.m. Sunday at Farmingdale
State College.

Greenfield finished with 17
kills. Jamie Ryan had 10 kills,
eight aces and 14 digs. Irene
Lountzis added 17 digs and four
aces.

After falling behind 14-12 in
the fourth game, Wheatley was
able to tie it at 15 and then again
at 19. Greenfield’s kill late in the
fourth game gave the Wildcats
a 20-19 lead.

“I read what was going on
the other side,” Greenfield said.
“I knew that my team was in a
little bit of a struggle. We were

fighting at 19-19. I had to get my
team that little bit of energy
push and get us on a run. I took
it as my job to make sure I got
the next point, which is why I
got the kill.”

And run they did. Ryan
served the final five points and
Wheatley (16-1) was on its way
to a win.

“It was a mixture of, ‘I have
to get this in’ and, ‘I have to
make this hard enough for
them to receive so we can win
on this point,’ ” Ryan said.

After winning the first set
in fairly easy fashion — a
25-16 technical masterpiece
that saw few Wildcats out of
position at any point —
Wheatley needed to fight
back in the second set. After
taking a 4-1 lead, Wheatley al-
lowed Island Trees to climb
back into it, eventually tying
the score four times before
taking a 15-13 lead. Island
Trees extended the lead to
22-17 before Wheatley
climbed back to win 11 of the
final 15 points to take the
game 28-26 and build a 2-0
lead in the match.

WHEATLEY HEIGHTS. The Wildcats are ecstatic after
a four-set victory in the Nassau Class B championship.
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Although they had to wait a
while, county championship
glory eventually came for the
Wantagh Warriors girls volley-
ball team. Wantagh, after build-
ing a two-game cushion, beat
Lynbrook 3-2 in the Nassau
Class A final at Farmingdale
State College Thursday night.

The 25-20, 25-14, 21-25, 23-25,
25-15 victory advanced Wan-
tagh to the Long Island Class
A championship game, sched-
uled for Sunday at Farming-
dale State.

“It looked like we had it in
the beginning, but that’s not
the way we think,” Grace Rid-
dle said. “After we lost the
third set, we realized that we
had to fight back, and play
hard. That fifth set, we really
battled through and came to-
gether as a team.”

Riddle had 16 kills. Kayla
Rende had 44 assists and Jil-
lian Laino had 28 digs.

“It was pretty crazy be-
cause the game was all over
the place,” Rende said. “There
were times that we were
doing really good and times
when we were really down.
That fifth set, our main focus
was just staying together as a
team and taking care of the
ball on our side . . . .We
started swinging.”

It was over, and then it
wasn’t. Wantagh took the first
two games of the match in
fairly convincing fashion.

They were efficient and, at
points, dominant in their
25-20 victory in the first game
and built a big lead in their
25-14 victory in the second
game. The Owls scored four
consecutive points at the end
of the second game to cut the
deficit to 10.

It would, unbeknownst, to
anyone at the time, be a har-
binger of things to come.
Lynbrook took a 16-11 lead in
the second game before Wan-
tagh fought back. Wantagh’s
Alyssa Albanese served five
consecutive points to cut the
Lynbrook lead to 22-21, but
Lynbrook scored the next
four points to avoid the
sweep.

Lynbrook forced a fifth
game with a 25-23 victory in
the fourth game, chipping
away at a 20-16 lead that even-
tually became 21-20 and fi-
nally, after a kill by Lyn-
brook’s Sara Bahri, ended up
forcing a final and deciding
game.

“We have to win,” Riddle
thought. “We’ve worked for
this so long.”

Wantagh held a 13-10 lead
when the teams switched
sides in the fifth game and the
Warriors took it home.

WANTAGH PUSHED TO LIMIT
BUT PERSEVERES FOR WIN

Grace Riddle had 16 kills as the Warriors bounced back from
dropping sets three and four to earn the championship.
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