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Nassau all-around champion Joanna Signorile of Carle Place dismounts from the balance beam.

! Carle Place sophomore dominates Nassau meet

! Massapequa’s Murphy second, takes floor exercise

OWEN O’BRIENBY
owen.o’brien@newsday.com

Tyler Small called it the “hard-
est game of the year.” Cam Wyn-
ter called it a game they “had to
win.” And Thornton Scott used
the word “unbelievable.”

For Holy Trinity, it was all of
the above as the host Titans
handed Chaminade its first
CHSAA boys basketball loss of
the season, 92-88, in overtime
last night. In a game with six lead
changes in the final two minutes
alone, Holy Trinity remained
composed amid some chaotic
moments down the stretch.

“It was amazing playing in an
atmosphere like this in a gym
like this, said Wynter, who led
the Titans with 37 points. “It was
definitely a game we had to win
though because they beat us the

first time. I felt like we had this
game circled on our calendar.”

Holy Trinity (8-2 in CHSAA)
didn’t have its first lead until 7:09
remaining in the fourth quarter.
After trailing at one point 11-1
and by six at halftime, Scott had
back-to-back steals for layups off
Chaminade’s first two inbounds
passes to set the tone for the re-
mainder of the game.

“I knew coming out of the half
we needed to bring energy,” said
Scott, who had 14 points. “We
were down in the first half and
this was a must-win game so I

just tried to spark our team and I
think it worked.”

Chaminade’s Kyle Murphy
and Wynter traded playmaking
moments in the final two min-
utes of regulation, with Wynter
driving the lane with less than 20
seconds remaining to give Holy
Trinity a 77-76 lead. But he knew
that wouldn’t be the final score.
“I never thought it was going to
be over,” Wynter said. “They’re a
tough team, they keep coming
back. We kept punching them,
they came back and I knew once
I scored, they were definitely
going to come back at us.”

Which is exactly what Chami-
nade (9-1) did as Murphy drove
the length of the court before
finding Kellen Paradine for a
layup to retake a one-point lead.
Wynter then took the inbounds
pass, drove and found Scott, who

fired a pass to Small, who made
the layup and was fouled with 1.1
seconds remaining. Small made
the free throw to give the Titans
an 80-78 lead.

“I knew I was going to finish
it,” said Small, who had 14 points.
“I just wanted to make sure I’d
hit the free throw. I knew if I cut,
Thornton would find me.”

It wasn’t over yet, however. An
off-the-ball foul resulted in
Chaminade’s Brendan McGuire
going to the foul line and scoring
two of his 22 points to force over-
time. But Wynter continued his
dominant game in overtime with
eight points to secure the win.

“It was unbelievable,” Scott
said. “This is why we play the
game. Chaminade, we knew they
were in first place. We were com-
ing for them and we’ll see them
in the championship.”

Hot Wynter scores 37 in Titans’ OT victory
SCORECARD

HOLY TRINITY CHAMINADE
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Carle Place sophomore Jo-
anna Signorile didn’t know
what she was walking into at
her first Nassau gymnastics
championship, and in the end,
it didn’t matter.

The first-year high school
gymnast won three events and
clinched the all-around with a
36.9 score to clinch the Nassau
individual championship at the
county state qualifier meet last
night at Great Neck South.

“I’ve been doing gymnastics,
but it’s my first year on the high
school team and I was not ex-
pecting this,” Signorile said.

The sophomore won vault
with a 9.27, uneven bars with a
9.2 and balance beam with a 9.4.
There wasn’t any secret to her
immediate success, just deter-
mination and persistence.

Signorile had some apprehen-
sion about facing unfamiliar
competition from Nassau I
after a successful season in Nas-
sau II, but she made the fans
take notice. She wrapped up
her winning performance on
the bars, sticking her landing as
the crowd roared.

“I’ve been winning the meets

during the year in my confer-
ence and I wasn’t sure how it
would go with the Conference I
teams also, but I was doing well
for myself, so I was confident it
was a good meet,” she said.

Massapequa’s Gillian Murphy
won the floor exercise with a 9.3
and grabbed the all-around’s
second spot with a 35.8. She
took second on vault (9.15) and
beam (9.3). Unlike Signorile,
this was her third qualifier and
she knew what to expect.

Murphy is one of 14 gymnasts
qualified for the state meet at
Cold Spring Harbor on March
4. She’s looking to improve on
last year’s 11th-place mark and
do it in front of family and
friends. “This year, it would be
nice to crack top 10,” she said.

The meet was missing one of
Nassau’s biggest stars. Plain-
view-Old Bethpage JFK’s Mi-
randa Lund suffered a torn UCL
when she fell from the uneven
bars during a warm-up Jan. 18
and had Tommy John surgery
Jan. 31. The defending all-around
state champion was there to root
on her teammates and friends
from across Nassau.

Wantagh’s Reegan Henry, a
seventh-grader from Wantagh
Middle School, placed third in

the all-around with a 33.7. Plain-
view’s Renee Vulin placed sec-
ond on bars (8.5). Long Beach’s
Rivers Cunningham took third
on the floor exercise (9.125).

The 14 state qualifiers are:

Signorile, Murphy, Henry, Lexi
Kessler, Alex Mastrototaro,
Kaylei McDonald, Vulin, Chris-
telle Lewis, Katie Poscillico,
Heidi Baldinger, Rivers Cun-
ningham, Daniella Limpert

and Elizabeth Murphy.
With the state meet being

local, the gymnasts won’t have to
travel as far as usual. But don’t re-
mind Gillian Murphy. “I kind of
like the bus ride,” she said.

Signorile an all-around ace
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Holy Trinity’s Cam Wynter
scored eight in OT to hand
Chaminade its first CHSAA loss.
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