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CHENANGO FORKS, N.Y. —
A pair of second-place finishes
at yesterday’s public school
state cross country champi-
onships reinforced the notion
that Long Island can no longer
be dismissed when discussing
the fall sport that has histori-
cally been dominated by up-
state competition.

Sachem North’s Christopher
Tibbetts placed second in the
boys Class A race, running the
Chenango Valley State Park
5-kilometer course in 15 min-
utes, 30.5 seconds. Tibbetts
moved up from fourth to sec-
ond in the final 500 meters, but
was unable to catch Liverpool’s
Ty Brownlow, who won in
15:27.5.

Wheatley’s Brianna O’Brien,
who dominated Nassau County
competition this season, fell vic-
tim to a late charge by Livonia’s
Hayleigh Palotti, who won the
girls Class C championship in
18:29.4.

O’Brien finished second in
18:47.7.

“There are two difficult in-
clines that are just at the point
of the race where you’re really
struggling,” O’Brien said of the
course. “The competition was
great . . . My tactic was to try
and tire out the competition
going up those hills. I knew
(Palotti) had a good kick. I was
trying to take that kick out of
her, but she was phenomenal.
She kept up the entire time
and, in the last 400 meters, she
had the kick that I couldn’t fin-
ish.”

Although he thought Brown-
low was a little out of reach,
Tibbetts said he knew he could
catch the rest of the field when
he reached the 400-meter
mark.

“I started picking it up,” Tib-
betts said. “I was already
gassed because it was a little
faster than I was used to. I

started kicking my legs and
going. I was just able to catch
(Guilderland’s Noah Carey) for
second. I barely got him at the
end. It was a great race.”

The final few meters, with
second place on the line, was
nothing more than an exercise
in grit.

“Your legs are dead. Your
arms are dead. You’ve used ev-
erything,” Tibbetts said. “What-
ever your body has left for en-
ergy, you just have to exert it
and hope for the best.”

Shelter Island’s Kal Lewis fin-
ished fourth in the boys Class D
championship in 16:21.8. Nor-
wood-Norfolk’s Kyle Fulk won
in 16:01.4.

“My thinking was that I was
going to go out fast, so I could
get to second place” Lewis said.
“But, I slowed myself down in
the beginning so I could have
more energy to push it more
and keep gaining position as
high as I could.”
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Maggie Maier had never
been as happy to finish in
fourth-place as she was yester-
day. The freshman’s effort at
the CHSAA Varsity Intersec-
tional Championships at Van
Cortland Park earned her Sa-
cred Heart girls cross country
team a fourth-place finish and a
trip to the championships next
Saturday.

Maier’s time of 15 minutes, 42
seconds was a personal best in
the 2.5K. St. John the Baptist
freshman Kerri McCormack fin-
ished just hundredths of a sec-
ond behind.

“I’m just in shock that I
helped lead the team to states,”
Maier said.

“It’s an amazing accomplish-
ment to qualify for the state
tournament in our league,” Sa-

cred Heart coach Morgan Moli-
nari O’Connor said.

This season Maier won the
Nassau-Suffolk league champi-
onship 5K, and the 2,500-meter
CHSAA Freshman and Sopho-
more Championship.

“She just blows our minds how
she does this as a freshman,”
O’Connor said. “The mental as-
pect of her season impresses me
more than the physical.”

Kellenberg, St. John the Bap-
tist and St. Anthony’s girls
teams also qualified for the
state championships by finish-
ing second, third and fifth, re-
spectively. St. Anthony’s, Cham-
inade and St. John the Baptist
qualified for the boys champi-
onship as well, with respective
finishes of second, fourth and
fifth. — MIKE RUIZ

Maier leads Sacred Heart

Strong showing
for LI runners

Sachem North’s Christopher Tibbetts was edged out by a mere
three seconds in the Class A race, finishing in 15:30.5.

Wheatley’s
Brianna
O’Brien was
Class C
runner-up in
18:47.7.

Maggie Maier of Sacred Heart
was fourth in CHSAA meet.
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SN’s Tibbets,
Wheatley’s
O’Brien are 2nd
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