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Fourteen years ago today, on a beautiful morning that seemed filled with promise 
and potential, the lives of thousands of New Yorkers, Americans, and humans 
throughout the world were altered dramatically as the result of terrorist attacks in 
New York, the Pentagon and Pennsylvania. Over 400 Long Islanders – friends, family 
members, colleagues -- died in the attacks. Across our country and in many other 
nations, we pause today to remember those who lost their lives and those who died 
in service to others.  
 
We pause to remember these attacks not only out of respect for the thousands of 
victims, but also in order to be reminded that these attacks did not have a singular 
impact on our country and our world. Since the attacks of September 11th, our 
country has fought two open wars and engaged in countless other covert 
skirmishes. Our federal buildings are fortified in a way that they simply were not in 
the past, security cameras are a regular part of our lives, and we remove our shoes 
before boarding airplanes. Since the attacks, over 5 million men and women have 
worn the uniform of our armed services — many of them facing dangerous 
situations on a daily basis. Over 6800 US soldiers have lost their lives in the ongoing 
conflicts, with over a million U.S. servicemen suffering crippling injuries and trauma. 
These are staggering numbers. Many of these soldiers are not much older than those 
of you here today. We must never forget them. 
 
War has serious consequences – and not just for soldiers. In Europe, there is a tragic 
refugee crisis resulting from the conflict in Syria. War and conflict continue in Syria, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Central Africa, Ukraine, Mali and many other places. We must 
approach these various situations with clear minds and a true understanding of the 
consequences of the path we choose to follow. 
 
As we remember September 11th, we need to be reminded of the countless acts of 
courage, selflessness, and love that were exhibited. We must also remember the 
sense of unity and purpose we felt as a community and nation. Through these 
difficult events, heroes were brought to light throughout our country and world. 
This can happen again. 
 
Each day, you have an opportunity to turn something negative into a positive by 
honoring the good work of others and doing good work yourself. Today and every 
day, look for opportunities to be courageous, selfless, and loving as a way of 
remembering those who have given so much for us all. 
 
Please join me in a brief moment of silence. 
 
Thank you. 


